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1988 ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN 
RAISES OVER $6000 

Over 270 individuals and businesses contributed more than 
S6000 to the 1988 endowment campaign. Much gratitude is 
expressed for the generosity of those listed below: 

Barbara Rich Adams, Lancaster, N.H., in memory of Sarah 
Ellen Bean Rich & Eva Bean; Brenda York Allen, Vero Beach, FL; 
Olive & James Anderson, Newry, in memory of George Lehrian; 
Shirley V. Anderson, Toluca Lake, CA; Ernest & Alberta 
Angevine, Bethel, in memory of Rena Abbott; Kathryn H. Bailey, 
Lewiston; Richard & Marshalyn E. Baker, Belgrade, in memory 
of M. Wayne & Larry Patterson; Arthur E. & Ruth Barker, 
Stafford Springs, CT; Bradley R. & Judith J. Barker, Bethel, in 
memory of Frank & Maude Chapman; Jean M. Barker, Delray 
Beach, FL, in memory of Marjorie MacArthur Noll; Robert T. & 
Irene M. Barr, Old Greenwich, CT; Urban C. & Neda R. Bartlett, 
Bethel, in memory' of Dorothy Graves, Otis J. Bartlett, Berlin, 
N.H.; William R. & Dorothea P. Battersby, Lexington, MA, in 
memory of Capt. Oliver Cromwell Blunt; Donald G. & Kath- 
^*“ : ne Bennett, Bethel; Bessie Bennett, West Peru, in memory' of 
_^ster Bennett; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel, in memory of Lester 
Bennett; Harriet N. Bensen, Long Branch, NJ; Francine Lake 
Bergman, Key Colony Beach, FL; Kenneth & Gwyneth Bohr, 
Bethel; Benjamin S. & Lillian K. Bomhoff, Bangor, PA, in 
memory' of Lilia T. Morgan & Ethel Bisbee; Dorothy F. Brink, 
South Paris, in memory of Ernest W. Brinck; Marie C. Brown, 
Bethel; Maxine C. Brown, Bethel, in memory of Vernon Brown; 
Ida Lee Bryant, Bangor, in memory of George W. Bryant; 
Sumner & Lois Burgess, Bethel; Richard & Catherine Bush, 
Belmont, MA; Guy P. & Nancy F. Butler, Millinocket, in memory' 
of Kimball Ames; Donald & Mary' Calderwood, Mesa, AZ, in 
memory of Faye Taylor; John & Mary' Beth Bayerlein, “The 
Cameron House”, Bethel; Neil & Margaret Carolan, Casco, in 
memory of Mary C. Carroll; Stephen C. & Lynda H. Chandler, 
Bethel; Albert S. & Suzanne S. Chapman, Harbert, MI; Daphne A. 
Chapman, Peabody, MA, in memory of Philip S. Chapman; 
Franklin & Rosalind R. Chapman, Bethel; Donald M. Christie, 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., in memory of David & Irma Thompson; 
Fillmore & Shirley E. Clough, Bethel; Louise B. Clough, New 
London, N.H.; Frances (Ellen) Coffin, Norway, in memory of N. 
Eugene Burns; Howard & Virginia Cole, Bethel; Andrew J. & 
Mary Lou Cole, Norwood, MA, in memory of Walter Crawford 
& Stephen Cole; Wilfred G. & Eleanor B. Conary, Bethel, in 
memory of Howard Brown; Rupert D. & Eva N. Conroy, 
Auburn, in memory of Sylvia Swan Conroy; Roland F. & Barbara 
J. Crocker, Riverside, RI; Clayton H. & Lola B. Crockett; Bethel; 
Esther Crockett, “Red Top-Truck Stop”, Bethel, in memory' of 
nnette Foster Crockett; M. James & Joanne Crounse, Dan- 
ces, MA; Elsie E. Davis, Bethel; in memory of Earl & Stanley 
Davis; Richard L. & Rita H. Davis, Bethel, Dana C. & Barbara A. 
Douglass, Bethel; Frances E. Dunn, No. Edgecomb; Richard E. & 
Carole Duplessis, “Pooh Corner Farm & Greenhouse”, Bethel; 

( continued on page 2 ) 



A Bethel-Fryeburg connection: Dr. Robert Goodwin Wiley 
( 1807-1904 ) of Bethel ( right ), son of Benjamin, Jr. and Mary 
Bryant Wiley of Fryeburg, stands in his yard at the Skillingston 
section of Bethel beside his daughter Mary ( seated ) and his 
sister Maty Peart', mother of Admiral Robert E. Peary, the 
famed Arctic explorer. 

BETHEL-FRYEBIJRG CONNECTIONS 
THROUGH THE YEARS 
By Stanley Russell Howe 

Editor 's Note: Earlier versions of this paper were delivered at 
meetings of the Bethel and Fryeburg historical societies. 

Through the years the Oxford County towns of Bethel and 
Fryeburg have had many ties. Since Fryeburg lies considerably 
to the south of Bethel, it is not surprising that it is a bit older, 
settled originally in 1762-63; Bethel, on the other hand, was not 
settled until 1774. Fryeburg was incorporated in 1777; Bethel 
became so nineteen years later in 1796. 

Bethel’s first settler, Jonathan Keyes sold his holdings in 
Sudbury Canada (Bethel’s original name) to Samuel Ingalls of 
Fryeburg in 1 777. There is some question as to where this land 
was located. Eva Bean in EAST BETHEL ROAD wrote that it was 
in the vicinity of the present Olson farm in East Bethel just up 
the Androscoggin River from Bartlett Cemetery. Robert D. 
Hastings, cousin of the Fryeburg Hastings family, believes it is 
near his present house, some two miles down river. In any case, 
the deed describes a dwelling, a shed and a hay barn. Someone 
must have worked more than one season here to gather much 
of a crop to be stored. Dr. William B. Lapham in his HISTORY 
OF BETHEL said that here the two young sons of Jonathan 
Keyes stayed alone all one winter with the Indians. One boy was 
nine, the other fourteen. 

After Ingalls came here in 1777, he was followed by others. 
Benjamin Russell, Sr., who had been an original proprietor, hog 
reeve and member of the Committee on Public Safety in 

( continued on page 2 ) 




( 1988 Endowment Contributors, continued from page 1 ) 

Hugh S. & Mariann E. Durgin, Bethel, in memory of John E. 
Grover; Rodney E. & Katheryn M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth, in 
memory of Sadie J. Brooks; Donald B. & Edith Eaton Eddy, 
Bethel, in memory of Marjorie Noll; Barbara E. Ellingwood, 
Englewood, FL, in memory of Marjorie Cummings; Howard S. & 
Alice M. Fales, West Redding, CT; Walter K. & Phyllis A. Fales, 
Royal Oak, MI, in memory of Alice M. Fales; Edna M. Fallon, 
Bethel; Margaret E. Farnum, Gorham, in memory of Bridget; 
Norman K., Jr. & Barbara C. Ferguson, Hanover; Charles B. & 
Marjorie K. Fobes, Portland; Arthur & Ruth Gilbert, West 
Bethel; Shirley B. & Marilyn D. Gilbert, West Bethel; Guy E. & 
Madeleine Gibbs, Bethel, in memory of Jerrold A. Gibbs; Paul R. 
& Theresa B. Given, New Gloucester; Roland W. & Philippa 
Glines, Bethel, in honor of Olga Seidensticker; Celia K. Gorman, 
Bethel; Ruth & Jaime Grover, “Bethel Spa Motel & Shops”, 
Bethel, in memory of John E. Grover; Robert W. Goodwin, 
Norway; Lillian H. Grant, Gorham, in memory of Rowena 
Thurlow; Paul C. & Patricia Gray, South Windsor, CT, in 
memory of Mabel & Reta Shaw; Agnes Haines, Bethel; Floribel 
Haines, Bethel; Mildred C. Hanscom, South Portland; Thomas 
R. & Carolyn R. Harrison, South Portland, in memory of 
Elizabeth Emery Wight; Charles S. Haselton, Bangor, in memory 
of Eugenia M. Haselton; Colwyn F. & Judith E. Haskell, Bethel, in 
memory of Ada Durell; Euphemia Hastings, West Paris, in 
memory of Edward H. Hastings; Walter & Carolyn C. Hatch, 
Bethel;John B. & Fumiko I. Head, Bethel, in memory of Cynthia 
Gotjen; Olive A. Head, West Bethel, in memory of Doris Ordway 
Lord; Clayton E., Jr. & Helen T. Heath, Norway; Richard L. & 
Jane W. Hosterman, West Bethel; Rodney K. & Geraldine S. 
Howe, Bethel, in memory of Lloyd B. Lowell; Stanley R. Howe, 
Bethel, in memory of George Stowell, Jr., Dave & Irma 
Thompson & Marjorie Cummings; Harlan J. & Gertrude C. 
Hutchins, Bethel, in memory of Ruth Carver Ames; Lee H. & 
Virginia S. Hutchins, Bethel; Barbara Jackson, North Easton, 
MA; Arlan R. & Eleanor L. Jodrey, Bethel, in memory of Melvin 
A. Jodrey; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA, in memory of 
Albert L. Johnson; Paul A. & Helen V. Judkins, Dixfield, in 
memory of Doris Lord; Ardith A. Kelly, Salinas, CA, Earlon & 
Mary C. Keniston, Bethel, in memory of Virginia Chapman 
Nilson; Alden T. & Mabel A. Kennett, Bethel; Royden A. & Alice 
P. Keddy, Gorham; William H. Kieffer Ill/James M. May, 
Marblehead, MA; Herbert & Ruth Kittredge, Bethel, in memory 
of Laurier Kittredge; Richard J. & Sara Kolb, Centreville, VA, in 
memory of Bryant C. Bean; Eugene C. & Katherine G. LaFond, 
San Diego, CA, in memory of Dr. Norman J. Gehring; Irene 
Kollmeyer, “L’Auberge” Bethel; Clifford W. & Elizabeth A. 
Laws, Kittery Point; Harold M. & Edith M. Lawrence, Portland; 
Daisy M. LeClair, Bethel, in memory of Syll LeClair; Will & Mary 


EDITOR’S CORNER 

The COURIER is sent to all members of the Society 
whose dues are current as well as to donors to the 
endowment, contributors to the collections, and volun- 
teers, who although are not members, have contributed 
significantly to Society projects and programs. It is a 
major job keeping the mailing list current and monitoring 
those entitled to receive it as a membership benefit. With 
this issue we are warning those whose membership dues 
have not been received. If the address label has a red mark 
on it, this will be the last issue to be received unless dues 
are promptly sent. This procedure is regretted but 
increasing production and mailing costs make it nec- 
essary. 

SRH 


Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ; E. Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Eliza- 
beth Lord, Bethel; Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel, in memory' of Lloyd 
B. Lowell; Frank & Beatrice F. Lowell, Newry; Malloy Construc- 
tion Co., Inc., Topsfield, MA, in memory' of Virginia B. Malloy; 
Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel, in honor of Agnes H. Haines; Esther P. 
Mitchell, Boothbay, in memory' of Stella Moore; Marilyn 
Noyes Mollicone, Augusta, in memory' of Bernice Haines Noy>. 
James & Josephine Monahan, Bethel, in memory' of John & 
Virginia McMillin; Helen Morton, Bethel; Herbert H. Morton 
III, Andover, MA; Carol C. Nesius, Chicago, IL, in memory' of 
Marjorie F. Cummings; Norman R.,Jr. & Jean H. Ness, Orono; 
Walter B. & Hazel Newell, Locke Mills; Marvin T. & Trineke 
Ouwinga, Bethel, in memory' of Cynthia Gotjen; Earlon A. & 
Mary' D. Paine, Bethel; Guy M. & Marilyn A. Parker, Milford, CT, 
in memory' of Richard Bean; Barbara Patterson, Bethel, in 
memory of Wayne & Larry' Patterson; Ernest H. & Lillian E. 
Perkins in memory' of James Perkins & Ned Hastings; Helen M. 
Philbrook, Augusta; Archibald T. & Persis G. Post, Bethel; 
Jeanette S. Potsaid, Hanover, MA; Harold & Eunice Powell, 
Hanover; Betty R. Prescott, Bangor, in memory of Leander G. 
Grover & Lydia D. Wheeler; Anthony & Eleanor Pugliese, 
Bethel; John Quinn, Dunstable, MA, in memory' of The Barker 
Family; Kenneth H. & Sarah B. Ramage, Bethel, Jeanne M. Rice, 
Ann Arbor, MI, in memory of Everett R. Mayo; Marian K. Rich, 
Roanoke, VA; John V. & Anne K. Richardson, Athol, MA, in 
memory of Benjamin Baker; Col. (Ret.) Arthur & Elinor 
Ritchings, Petersburg, VA, in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Warren 
Hastings; Beatrice R. Ritter, Torrington, CT; Roxanne T. Sly, 
Brooklin; Dorothy Small, Biddcford; Leslie H. & Elizabeth A. 
Smith, Bethel; Charles R. & Bernice L. Stevens, Gray; Clyde A. & 
Bertha Stevens, Bethel; Ranald & Sarah Stevens, Bethel, in 
memory' of Hubert Stevens; Alice R. Stewart, Orono; Robert B. 

& Joanne P. Stewart, Kalamazoo, MI, in memory of Walter 
Richardson Peabody; Dexter M. & Janet E. Stowell, Beth^^ 
George P.,Jr. & Harriet S. Stowell, Bethel, in memory of Thom. 
Brown; Michael S. Stowell, Lovettsville, VA; J. Irving & Amy 
Penner Stroud, Victor, MT, in memory' of Rev. William Penner; 
Glen E. & Marion B. Swan, Mexico, in memory of Charles N. 
Swan; Martha E. Sweatt, Bethel; Felix G. & Myra Taranto, 
Waltham, MA, in memory' of Jabcz P. & Vivian L. Cole; Margaret 
Joy Tibbetts, Bethel, in memory' of W. Ashby Tibbetts & Mary' 
Tibbetts Freeman; Don & Peggy' Tobin, Bandera, TX, in 
memory of Nathan Rice Twitched; Edmond J. & Sudie L. 
Vachon, Bethel; Frank A. & Janet Vogt, Bethel, in memory of 
Stan Fox; Martha B. Von Zintl, Bethel; James A. & Julia H. 
Walker, Crestview, FL; Thomas P. Wall, Jr., Woodstock, VT, in 
memory' of Ralph Ellingwood; Dr. W. H. & Joyce E. Wanger, 
Rumford; Margaret S. Ward, King of Prussia, PA, in memory of 
Marjorie Farwell Cummings; Erland S. & Margaret R. Wentzell, 
West Baldwin, in memory of Stanley H. Wentzell; Millie B. 
Wentzell, Bethel, in memory of Stanley H. Wentzell; Joan Trapp 
Wiese, Bethel; Maxwell & Elizabeth Whiteman, Willow Grove, 
PA, in honor of Norris & Barbara Brown & Iva Bartlett 
Hutchinson; Paula M. Wight, Cumberland; Ruth W. Wight, 
Bethel, in memory of Marjorie Cummings; Richard & Virginia 
Williamson, Upton, in memory of Esther Williamson; Dennis 
Wilson, Bethel; Edna M. York, Bethel, in memory of Horace H. 
Annas; Robert M. & Jeanette G. York, Orrs Island: Archie L. & 
Jane B. Young, Bethel, in memory of Archie & Ruth Young; 
Robert M. & Sonia M. Young, Essex, MA. 


(Betbel-Fryeburg Connections, continued from page 1) 
Fryeburg, moved to Sudbury Canada (now Bethel Jin 1779. he 
settled on the farm now occupied by his (Theodore Russell^, 
Jonathan Abbott Russell-^, Betsy' Hale Russell Stanley^, Ossian 
Russell Stanley^, Harold Stanley^) great, great, great, great 
granddaughter Geraldine Stanley Howe. 7 Accompanied by his 
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wile Mary and their teenage daughter (age 15) also named 
Mary, Benjamin traveled to Bethel on snowshoes. Also accom- 
panying the Russell family was Amos Hastings ( later a General 
in the Maine Militia). The men brought sap sleds to haul the 
ladies over the worst parts of the trip. Benjamin Russell built his 
^rst house on the intervale land not far from the Androscoggin 
ver. A disastrous flood in 1785 revealed the folly of locating 
on that site. Others shared the same fate and lost their homes as 
well. Russell, like his neighbors, was forced to build on higher 
ground. He constructed his new house on the knoll above the 
present dwelling. This was later moved to today’s site. 

Benjamin Russell ( 1739- 1 802 ) was a guiding light in shaping 
the affairs of the fledgling plantation Sudbury Canada and 
became Bethel’s first town clerk upon the town’s incor- 
poration in 1796, serving in that capacity (and asjustice of the 
Peace) until 1801, a period of five years. It is not known why 
Russell came to Sudbury Canada from Fryeburg, but he 
continued to own land in the latter town for three years after 
his departure before selling his holdings to Isaac Abbott in 
1782. Apparently he wished to be certain that he could return if 
things did not work out for him in his new setting. He died in 
1802 at the age of sixty-two and his wife soon followed in 1808 
at the age of 69. They are both buried in the family cemetery 
above the present house. 

Amos Hastings (1757-1829) was the youngest of six chil- 
dren. He participated in Lexington and Concord, helped dig 
the trenches and did some fighting at the battle of Bunker Hill 
in the American War for Independence. He later moved to 
Fryeburg, Maine from his native Andover, Massachusetts; on 1 0 
September 1 778, he married Elizabeth Wiley of Fryeburg. He 
snowshoed the forty' miles to Sudbury' Canada with Benjamin 
Russell, Sr. and family as already noted to survey the prospects 
a future home. He apparently liked what he saw since he 
..tied in Middle Intervale (then the center of the town) and 
the first town meeting was held on his property' (accounts 
differ as to whether it was in his house or barn ) in 1 796 with his 
friend Benjamin Russell as Justice of the Peace, serving as 
incorporating officer. In W.B. Lapham’s words, Amos Hastings 
“may justly be regarded as one of the fathers of the town.” 

By 1 800, Amos had moved to establish what later became an 
impressive farm on the north side of the Androscoggin near the 
location of the present Route 2 rest area and in an earlier era 
where Kendall Ferry crossed to Middle Intervale. His last years 
were apparently spent on Broad Street at the home of his son 
John, now owned by one of John’s descendants. 

Captain Amos Hastings was made a Brigadier General in the 
Maine Militia in 1815. In the War of 1812 he volunteered to 
serve but was apparently not called upon for that brief conflict 
although the Society has in its collection a ceremonial sabre 
which is reputed to have belonged to him. He died at seventy- 
two and was buried in the Middle Intervale Cemetery', but later 
his remains were moved to Woodland Cemetery' where they 
repose today. 

Probably the most exciting chapter in Fryeburg-Bethel 
relations was that which occurred on 3 August 1781 when six 
Indians attacked the settlement of Sudbury Canada, taking two 
of its citizens captive. This event has ever since been known as 
“New England’s Last Indian Raid.” 

John Grover was sent to Fryeburg on horseback to seek 
mediate assistance. It took half a day for him to reach 
. .yeburg, but the response was swift. Before nightfall a 
company of thirty men were assembled under the leadership of 
Captain Stephen Farrington. In Indian file, with the friendly 
Indian Sabbatis as guide, they walked all night and arrived at 
Captain Eleazor Twitchell’s house by morning. They did not 


PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

This winter’s snowfall in New England was lighter than 
usual. A lack of snow brings advantages and disad- 
vantages. Ice skating improves, but wells may be dry by 
August. Less plowing is necessary, but the ground freezes 
deeper. One could go on in this manner for some time. 
The occurrence of natural snowfall is an engaging topic 
of conversation. In the long run, however, dramatic 
changes are coming to Bethel as a result of artificial 
snowmaking at Sunday River and Mount Abram. Bethel is 
now in the midst of a major winter resort area. 

A century' ago the recreation “industry'” in Bethel 
centered in the summer residences and inns, many of 
which were w'ithin the present Broad Street Historic 
District. Railroad coaches brought summer residents to 
the Bethel station where horse-drawn carriages and 
coaches waited to convey them to Bethel Hill and other 
parts of the town. 

Summer and fall activities in this area have not 
diminished over the years, but today automobile traffic 
and crowds of skiers at local places of business reflect a 
definite change in the type of recreation sought in this 
area. Much of the building and “development” also are 
reflections of this change. 

Permanent residents who used to peer at summer folks 
with a mixture of awe and curiosity' now view the influx 
of winter visitors with a wider range of reactions. The 
ancient scholar Cicero might have summed all this up 
with one of his favorite sayings: “O tempora, O mores,” 
which translates “Oh the times, oh the customs.” 

Marvin Ouwinga 


hesitate to pursue the raiders even though the Indians had a 
thirty-six hour lead. They, however, were not successful and it 
is perhaps just as well since there was no telling what might 
have happened to Benjamin Clark and Nathaniel Segar had the 
party' caught up with them. Almost certainly they would have 
been killed, thus robbing posterity of Segar’s NARRATIVE, the 
only detailed account by a participant ( albeit reluctantly) of 
the Raid. 

The party’ returned from the search to Sudbury Canada; for a 
time the Fryeburg garrison must have stayed there but no one 
appears to know for how' long. Fortifications were built near 
Captain Twitcheil’s little house on the island in Mill Brook, the 
other on the farm of Col. John York in what became the East 
Parish. For a time the men carried arms when they ventured 
out; one shot was the signal for all to speed to the shelter of the 
stockade or the log or plank houses that characterized life in 
those early days. The Fryeburg garrison eventually departed for 
home, probably after Sudbury' Canada successfully petitioned 
the General Court of Massachusetts for additional protection. 

Also in Sudbury' Canada at the time of the Indian Raid was 
Abraham Russell. He came from Fryeburg and married Abigail 
Swan, daughter of James Swan, who had arrived here in 1779. 

That same year Captain Joseph Twitchell, the original 
proprietor of the mills along Mill Brook, persuaded his son 
Captain Eleazor Twitchell, then living in Dublin, New Hamp- 
shire to move his family to Sudbury Canada and take charge of 
his property'. Accordingly', Twitchell, his wife’s sister Betsy' 
Mason, five children and six hired men, John Grover, Jeremiah 
Andrews, Paul and Silas Powers, and a man named Fisk left 

( continued on page 4 ) 
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SOCIETY SALES DEPARTMENT 

The Society maintains a selection of modestly priced gifts 
and historical publications. These maybe ordered at the prices 
listed below. Maine residents should include 5% sales tax. 
Orders under S 1 0 should include S 1 for postage and handling; 
those over S10 but under S20 should include S2 and all those 
over S20 should include S3 for postage and handling. 

Moses Mason House Tile S3. 50 

Stationery' (package of ten sheets and ten envelopes) S2 ea. 
Moses Mason House 
Summer House 
Bethel Railroad Station 
Bethel Covered Bridge 
Booklets 


“Bethel’s Broad Street” 

75c 

“The Family Farm” 

75c 

"Made in Bethel” 

75c 

“Dr. Moses Mason and His House” 

SI 

“Molly Ockett” 

S2 

Maps and Atlases 

1880 Map of Bethel Hill 

S2 

1880 Map of Entire Town (Bethel) 

S2 

1878 Bird’s Eye View' of Bethel Hill 

SI 

1858 Atlas of Oxford County 

S6.50 

Tote Bag (Moses Mason Museum logo) 

S7.50 

Placemats, 4 Season (set of four) 

S7.50 

Special Editions 

Bethel Citizen ( 1974) 

SI 

Indian Raid ’81 

SI 


Books 

Russell, INDIAN NEW ENGLAND BEFORE THE MAY- 
FLOWER SI 1.95 

William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, MAINE 

S19.95 

B. G. Willey, INCIDENTS IN WHITE MOUNTAIN HISTORY 


S25 

Maxim & Lapham, HISTORY OF PARIS S55 

Holt, GRAND TRUNK LINES OF NEW ENGIAND S24.95 
D. B. Wight, WILD RIVER WILDERNESS S4 

Francis Parkman, THE GOULD ACADEMY STORY S7.50 
MAINE IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC S29.95 

BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY COOKBOOK S5 


Thomas Hubka, BIG HOUSE, LITTLE HOUSE, BACK HOUSE 
BARN: THE CONNECTED FARM BUILDINGS OF NEW 
ENGLAND Paper SI 9.95. Cloth S29.95 
William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF NORWAY, MAINE S55 


M. F. King, ANNALS OF OXFORD S35 

Jean Lipman, RUFUS PORTER REDISCOVERED SI 4.95 

A TRUTHFUL LIKENESS: CHESTER HARDING AND HIS 
PORTRAITS S25 

Paula Wight, NEWRY PROFILES S5 

Eva Bean, EAST BETHEL ROAD S50 

R. H. Bennett, OXFORD COUNTY, MAINE S18 

William B. Lapham, HISTORY OF BETHEL, 1768-1890 S45 
F. W. Kilbourne, CHRONICLES OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS S20 

T-Shirts 

Moses Mason Museum (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) S7 

Moses Mason Museum (Child’s) (4-6-8-10-12-14) S6 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Adult) (S,M,L,XL) S7 

Sudbury Canada 1768-1796 (Child’s) (4-6-8-10-12-14) S6 
Post Cards: Dr. Mason, Agnes Mason, 

Moses Mason House 10c ea. 

Bethel Historical Society Calendar, 1989 S6 


Members of the Bethel Historical Society are entitled to a 
1 0% discount for purchases totaling S 1 0 or more. Please send 
orders to the Society at P.O. Box 1 2, Bethel, Maine 04217. They 
wall be sent by return mail. 


( Bethel-Fryeburg Connections , continued from page 3 ) 

Dublin and came as far as Fryeburg in the winter of 1 780. In the 
spring, they completed the journey to Sudbury Canada where 
they lived for the rest of their days. 

Jesse Duston, a descendant of the famous Hannah and h er 
husband Thomas Duston of Haverhill. Massachusetts, althou 
born in Methuen, Massachusetts, was among the early settlers 
of Fryeburg. He came to Sudbury Canada in 1778, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of James Swan. In 1782, their child became 
the first white child born in what was then the boundaries of 
the plantation (now' part of the present town of Hanover, 
which seceded from Bethel in 1843). 

About this time also Peter Austin came to Sudbury' Canada 
from Fryeburg in 1780. His wife Deborah accompanied him 
here where he erected a camp near the present home of Arthur 
Head on Old Route 2 in West Bethel. 

Timothy Chapman, third son and fifth child of Rev. Eliphaz 
Chapman, who named the towm Bethel (from the book of 
Genesis meaning “House of God” ) in 1 796, was seven years old 
when he came to Bethel. He never forgot the long, lonely, 
tedious journey from Methuen, Massachusetts to York, up the 
Saco to Fryeburg, and then by the old Indian trail through 
Lovell, Waterford and Albany to Bethel. 

Another Fryeburg export seems to have been Samuel B. 
Locke, who married Hannah Russell, daughter of William 
Russell of Fryeburg. They had previously lived in Thetford, 
Vermont, Lempster and Newport, New' Hampshire and in 
Fry eburg. His fourth child was born in Fry eburg in 1795 and his 
fifth child in Bethel in 1797, so he must have come to Bethel 
between those two dates. Later he built mills in Locke’s Mills, 
where his name is perpetuated today in the present towm of 
Greenwood. — _ 

Dr. John Locke, eldest son of Samuel B., was born n. 
Lempster, New Hampshire in 1 792 and came with his parents 
from Fryeburg to Bethel. He studied botany in the fields and 
woods bordering the Sunday and Androscoggin rivers and 
became proficient without the apparent aid of books and 
teachers in that subject. He later published a textbook on 
botany which w'as much admired for its simplicity' of its 
arrangement and for the large number of specimens described, 
all of w'hich he had gathered and painstakingly examined. He 
later studied medicine at Dartmouth and took his medical 
degree from Yale. 

He did not spend much time here after medicine took most 
of his attention, but Dr. Robert Wiley, who was born in 
Fryeburg in 1 807, did. He commenced the study of medicine 
under Dr. Ira Towle of Fryeburg and subsequently with Dr. 
John Grover of Bethel. He began the practice of medicine when 
Dr. Moses Mason of Bethel left medical practice for Congress in 
1832. Dr. Wiley’s nephew' was the famed Arctic explorer 
Robert E. Peary' w hose ties w ith Fryeburg are well-know'n. Not 
so familiar is the fact that Peary' also spent considerable time in 
Bethel attending grammar school here briefly and visiting his 
uncle in the house that still stands just outside the Steam Mill on 
Route 2. 

Dr. Almon Twitchell, born in Bethel in 1811, the son of 
Joseph Twitchell, the first male child born at Bethel Hill, 
received his medical education in the office of Dr. Ruel 
Barrows of Fryeburg, w'here he remained for three years. Late/**, 
of course, Dr. Twitchell trained William Berry Lapham, who 
best known as the author of five Oxford County local histories, 
in the wiles of medicine. 

William Frye was the first lawyer in Bethel. He was bom in 
Fryeburg in 1796, the youngest son of Richard Fry e, grandson 



of General Joseph Frye, the founder of Fryeburg. There is in the 
Dr. Moses Mason House dining room the clock that William 
Frye brought front Fryeburg to Bethel in 1821. This clock was 
built in 1805 by Jonathan Ward of Fryeburg. 

Fryeburg has also had a role in Bethel’s religious life. On 9 
“““October 1 799, Rev. Daniel Gould, who later gave his name to 
.he local academy, was installed as pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Bethel. Rev. William Fessenden of Fryeburg deli- 
vered the sermon for the occasion. In the twentieth century. 
Soloman T. Achenbach was minister of the Fryeburg Congre- 
gational Church ( 1915-1920) before moving to Bethel. 

It is, perhaps, time to mention one of Bethel’s exports to 
Fryeburg. Rev. Javan K. Mason w as the son of Walter Mason of 
Grover Hill in Bethel. He fitted for college at Gould Academy 
and graduated from Bowdoin College in 1845 and Bangor 
Theological Seminary. He was long the pastor of the church at 
Hampden and later at Thomaston, w'here he was also chaplain 
for the Maine State Prison. While in Thomaston he became 
interested in the movement for upgrading prison conditions. 
He later moved to Fryeburg where he enjoyed a long pastorate 
before moving out of state. 

A high school was established in Bethel in 1835. Before that 
time, young men and women needing additional schooling had 
gone to other Oxford County academies, including the one at 
Fryeburg. When the high school became Gould’s Academy in 
1 842, two of its trustees were graduates of Fry eburg Academy. 
An early principal, Joseph Pickard, left Bethel to head Fryeburg 
Academy, but later the reverse was true with Benjamin Snow' in 
1 864. For many y'ears in the tw entieth century there existed an 
intense rivalry between Fryeburg and Gould academies in 
football. During Robert Scott’s twenty-three years of coaching 
football for Gould, his teams won 111 games and lost 46. They 
^H'ere able to best arch-rival Fryeburg Academy sixteen times in 
ie tw'enty games that were played during this era. 

One of Bethel’s most prominent citizens in the middle of the 
nineteenth century' was Moses Pattee, son of David and Rachael 
Pattee of Fryeburg. He was born in Fryeburg in March 1 804. He 
married Hannah Farrington on 28 November 1830, moved to 
Albany and developed mills w r hose foundations still bear his 
name today'. In 1859, he built Pattee’s Hall on Spring £treet in 
Bethel, long the center of Bethel’s social and political life. 

Among marriages between Fryeburg and Bethel people are 
the following: 

(a) Jonathan Bartlett of Bethel married Mary Shaw of 
Fryeburg. 

(b) Simeon Brown of Bethel married Sophie Holt of 
Fryeburg. 

(c) Polly Duston of Bethel married William Meserve of 
Fryeburg. 

(d) Luther Eames of Bethel married Abigail Russell of 
Fry'eburg. 

John Kilgore, son of John, married Elizabeth Brickett of 
Berwick, moved to Fry eburg and then to Bethel. He settled in 
Middle Intervale, w'here his son John also lived. In 1796, he was 
elected to head the first board of selectmen for the newly 
formed town of Bethel. 

David Hammons was authorized to employ a Mr. Lovett of 
Fry'eburg to make a copy of the original plan of Bethel. 

-H ammons, a local attorney and former U.S. Representative, w as 

to empowered to take the deposition of Joseph A. Twitchell, 
who identified the original plan. 

Dr. Nathaniel T. True, one of Bethel’s most famous citizens in 
the 19th century, a prolific writer and publicist for the town, 
founder of what became Gould Academy and later its principal 



Dr. Edtvin Churchill, Chief Curator of the Maine State Museum 
( right ), discusses a piece of painted furniture at the Society’s 
November monthly meeting with Society president Dr. Martin 
Ouwinga. Dr. Churchill’s lecture on Maine painted furniture 
was the final presentation in a series commemorating the 
1 7 5 th anniversary’ of the construction of the Dr. Moses Mason 
House. Photo courtesy of Donald S. Brown. 


for thirteen years, organizer of the first Farmer’s Club in Maine 
and editor of the MAINE FARMER delivered the main address at 
Fryeburg’s centennial in 1863. 

One of the most noteworthy exports of Fry eburg to Bethel is 
the Brow n family who from 1936 to 1983 operated Brown’s 
Variety', a Main Street institution at which for forty seven years 
one could find almost everything. 

A significant cooperative effort between the Bethel His- 
torical Society and Fryeburg’s Helen Leadbeater was the 
writing of the booklet on Molly Ockett, an Indian both tow'ns 
share. 

The Society’s Curator of Collections, Randall H. Bennett, is a 
direct descendant of the Frye family of Fryeburg. 

In this all too brief survey, it appears that much of Bethel’s 
history, particularly the early years, was deeply influenced by 
those with Fryeburg connections. We have few instances 
where Bethel exported her sons and daughters to Fryeburg. 
There certainly have been more intermarriages than those 
mentioned above. 

One of the most interesting migrations is that of the Hastings 
family, long one of the most distinguished in both Fry'eburg and 
Bethel. Amos Hastings came to Bethel from Fryeburg as has 
already been mentioned. His son John spent his life in Bethel, 
but John’s son David Robinson Hastings reversed family 
tradition and established the dynasty so well-known in Fry'e- 
burg today. David’s brother Daniel S. Hastings of Bethel, a civil 
engineer for the Portland and Ogdensburg Railroad, was 
instrumental in preparing plans which connected Fryeburg 
with Portland. 

All of the above is but a preliminary' survey; much more 
“digging” needs to be done. One thing is clear already and that 
is the fact that many of both town’s first settlers came from the 
same Massachuetts towns: Methuen, Andover, etc. This article 
should serve as a first step to explore migration patterns from 
Massachusetts to western Maine. It may also point in some of 
the directions that must be examined in order to explore how 
one Oxford County town has influenced another. 
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The Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution met on 
October 1 at Middle Intervale Cemetery to place an official 
marker on the grave of Simeon Sanborn. The marker was 
made possible through a donation of a descendant, Mrs. 
Henry Puse)’ of the Bill of Rights Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Woodbridge, VA. Sanborn was born 5 
July 1 759 and baptized at Hampton Falls, NH, 8 July 1 759. 
Early in life he moved to Standish, ME unth his father. He 
married Hannah Ward ( 1 763-1850 ); she is buried by his side 
at Middle Intervale. During the American Revolution, San- 
born served in various companies between 1776 and 1779 
and saw service at Valley Forge. Sanborn was one of the first 
settlers of Greenwood. By 1805, he owned a sawmill there, 
where boards and shingles for many of the early houses were 
sawed. He later sold his mill to Amos Richardson and moved 
to Bethel, where he spent the remainder of his years. He ivas the 
father of tune children, eight of whom survived to adulthood. 

Leading the festiinties was the regent of Amariscoggin 
Chapter, DAR, Grace A. Leeman, assisted by Helen McLeod, 
historian, and Doris Philbrick, chaplain. Society Director 
Stanley R. Howe, host for the group and a Sanborn des- 
cendant, served as master of ceremonies. Remarks on the 
occasion of the official marking were heard from the presi- 
dent of the Maine Society, SAR, Ben Harding of Thomaston. 
The fall meeting of the Maine SAR was held in Bethel to 
coincide with this ceremony. 

Follouing the marker ceremony. Society member Elizabeth 
Mason Carter, conducted tours of the historic Middle Intervale 
Meeting House, Bethel ’s oldest surviving meeting house, built 
in 1816. 

REFLECTIONS OF A HALF CENTURY 
(Continued from the last issue) 

By Leslie E. Davis 

I got busy writing about myself and forgot to write about my 
sister Gladys. In the early summer of 1919, she was to have a 
baby and was living at East Bethel with her husband Russell 
Swan and his parents. Probably due to a combination of 
overwork and neglect of proper prenatal care, she developed 
acute Bright’s disease when the baby was born and did not 
survive. The baby died as well. Her husband married again a 
year or so afterward and carried on the farm at East Bethel for 
awhile before moving to Connecticut. 


Another thing that I forgot to put in about the year 1918 or 
1919 was the fact that I took over the North Newry Post Office 
and was Postmaster from July 1919 until July of 1922; the 
location was changed from the Dennis Kilgore house near the 
Branch Brook to my father’s house. After I moved to Bethel in 
1 922, my mother took over the Post Office and Postmastershif** »■ 
Also at the annual town meeting of Newry in the spring of 19H 
I was elected Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, and Tax Collector; 

I performed these offices until we moved to Bethel. 

Still another thing that I believe should be mentioned at 
about this same period is the fact that in 19161 took out a S5 a 
month savings account in a loan and building association; in 
1918 I increased it to S 10 a month and followed it faithfully 
although at times it was something of a hardship. The reason for 
putting in these small items is the fact that probably the small 
income from these various extra activities, when added 
together, plus the amount earned by Marie while cooking in the 
woods and mill boarding house, plus the amount of insurance 
payments received for loss of part of one finger in an accident in 
the sawmill in the spring of 1921, were the basis for my later 
ventures in business as we were able out of it to accumulate 
something of a savings fund, probably about eleven or twelve 
hundred dollars; this sum plus considerable credit granted me 
by various people has done very well for us during the next 
thirty years. 

During the same spring season after I abandoned the mill 
project (which ended in a loss), I hired out to J.P. Skillings of 
Bethel to fix up the birch saw mill which he owned on Bear 
River between Poplar Tavern and Horse Shoe Falls, and pick up 
crew to saw about 250 cords of birch into spool bars to be 
trucked and finished at his spool mill in Bethel. 

Father and Earl were able to carry on the farm during the five 
weeks or so that it took to do this job and Mr. Skillings paid m'"'' 
what was then a pretty good price for running the saw mi., 
crew and doing the filing, S30 a week (no deductions). 1 also 
wanted the experience. We finished the sawing job about the 
first of June so that I was able to help with the farm work during 
the crop and haying season. 

My father was always a pretty thrifty' and fore-handed man; he 
planned to get his farm work and haying done early so as to 
work out for some of his neighbors and pick up some extra 
money. Earl and I also went along with the idea and for two or 
three years we took on the job of cutting and housing the hay on 

( continued on page 8 ) 

IN MEMORIAM 

Died in West Paris, ME, December 29, 1 988, Dorothy Graves, 
member since 1979. 

Died in Berlin, NH, December 24, 1988, George P. Stowell, 
Jr., life member since 1980 and generous donor to the 
endowment fund. 

Died in Norway, ME, December 21, 1988, Irma H. Thomp- 
son, member since 1 977, life member since 1 987 and generous 
donor. 


DATES TO REMEMBER IN 1989 

Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show 
Dr. Moses Mason’s 200th Birthday 
Mason Family Reunion at Bethel 
Molly Ockett Day 
Maine Old Cemetery Association 
Summer Meeting at Bethel 
Sudbury' Canada Days 


May 27 
Mav 28 
July 1 
July 15 

July 22 
Aug. 12-13 
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BOOK REVIEW 


METALLAK, HIS LEGACY. By Alice Daley Noyes. ( Colcbrook, 
NH: By the Author, 1988. Pp. 257. S18.95.) 

This novel is introduced to the reader by a disclaimer 
<»**Jassifying the book as fiction “although historical information 
..'rein is based on facts.’’ The author, a Colebrook, NH native, 
now a Manchester, NH realtor, has produced in her first novel a 
story about Metallak, the male counterpart to the famous 
Indian from Bethel’s early days, Molly Ockett. Although Bethel’s 
Molly Ockett Day (not to mention the many geographic 
landmarks and commercial enterprises bearing her name) 
tends to make her name more familiar to present residents of 
western Maine, Metallak is also remembered by several early 
Bethelites, including Dr. Moses Mason. The moose horn chair 
and the hat rack in the Dr. Moses Mason House were fashioned 
from moose antlers acquired by the Doctor from Metallak. 

METALLAK: HIS LEGACY will be interesting to readers since 
all sorts of personalities from colonial times appear: Sabattis, 
Molly Ockett, Tomhegan, the Merrill family of Andover, etc. 
They have been included with places, events, and institutions in 
the story. Also found are references to the St. Francis Mission at 
Odanah, Dartmouth College, the raid on Sudbury Canada and 
King Philip’s land grant. The novel often reads like an early 
American “soap opera” with a beautiful woman from a murk)’ 
past along with much family infighting, and a noble, tragic hero, 
the chief protagonist of this tale. 

The novel will, however, disappoint readers seeking to learn 
more about the Indians of the Androscoggin River Valley and 
Coos County’ of New Hampshire. Ms. Noyes does indicate in her 
Foreword that the works of Gordon Day, a leading expert on 
the subject, are her major sources; she has also cited other 
.-^Authorities and made reference to related works in the field, 
uch of the material in the novel is based on fact, but she has 
filled in gaps in Metallak’s life with items from her imagination 
and created a stronger role for his first wife than may have been 
the case. For the reader, separating fact from fiction will be a 
major challenge, but the story is an intriguing one. 

Catherine S-C. Newell 

Catherine Newell, Director of SAD * 44 Adult and Community 
Education, is a past president of the Bethel Historical Society 
and author of the Society’s booklet on Molly Ockett. 


1989 SOCIETY 

MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAMS 

January 5, Annual “So You Think You Know Bethel"; 
February 2, Annual Historical Film Festival; March 2, The Bethel 
Water Company, 1889-1989; April 6, “The Hind of Norum- 
bega”, slide presentation followed by an introductory lecture 
by Stanley R. Howe, Director, Bethel Historical Society’ ( funded 
by the National Endowment for the Humanities); May 4, 
“Bethel’s Paradise Street”, slide lecture by Margaret Joy Tib- 
betts, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Bethel Historical Society'; 
June 1, “Mills, Markets and Techniques: Lumbering in Maine, 
1620-1920”, slide lecture bv Richard Judd, Department of 
History, University of Maine and author of AROOSTOOK: A 
CENTURY OF LOGGING IN NORTHERN MAINE; July 6, 
Annual Picnic, “Bethel Town Clerks Through The Years”, 
remarks by Merton T. Brown, Jr., Bethel Town Clerk, Dedica- 
tion of marker for Benjamin Russell, Sr., First Town Clerk of 
Bethel; August 3, “Romanticism and Maine Indians: Myth and 
Reality ”, lecture by Harold E. L. Prins, Anthropology’ Depart- 
ment, Colby College (funded in part by the Maine Humanities 
Council ); September 7, 24th Annual Meeting, Pot Luck Supper 
beginning at 6:30 P.M., business meeting and program begin- 
ning at 7:30 P.M., Speaker, Gwily’m R. Roberts, College Histo- 
rian, University' of Maine at Farmington, “Sources of Local 
History’: The Routine and the Remarkable” October 5, “Thomas 
Cole, Frederick Church, and the American Dream”, slide 
lecture by Wesley McNair, Language and Literature Depart- 
ment, University of Maine at Farmington (funded in part by the 
Maine Humanities Council); November 2, Annual “What’s It” 
and Collectibles Night; December 7, Annual “Christmas with 
the Masons." All meetings will be held in the meeting room of 
the Dr. Moses Mason House and begin at 7:30 P.M. The annual 
picnic will be held on the farm of Benjamin Russell, Sr., now the 
home of his descendant Geraldine Howe, beginning at 6 P.M. 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

HELENE DECKER, Oxford, ME is an avid genealogist and has 
donated family history materials to the Society'. JOHN & 
MARGARET KING, Lakeland, FI. are retired. He is a 19.38 
graduate of Gould Academy. RICHARD & DORIS VALENTINE, 
Bethel, are retired and have a new home on the Valentine family 
property’, Northwest Bethel. JOHN W. YORK, Lilburn, GA, is a 
descendant of Col. John York, an early settler of Bethel. 
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MEMBER PROFILE 
OLIVE ANDERSON 

Bom in Brooklyn, New York, Olive Anderson grew up at the 
home of her grandfather, a prominent architect and builder. 
She attended Erasmus Hall High School and Wagner College. 
Employed in a Brooklyn law firm, she later worked in the Wall 
Street real estate office of Charles F. Noyes & Company until the 
birth of her son. She married William Anderson in 1 946; he 
died in 1967. They moved to Bay Shore, Long Island in 1951. 

Mrs. Anderson worked as Executive Secretary to the Public 
School District Director of Music until her retirement in 1979. 
She and her son James moved to her Newry home in 1983. It 
was purchased as a retirement home in 1 956. 

Always interested in history, she and her son were members 
of the re-creation of the Revolutionary Era 42nd Regiment of 
Foote of the Black Watch. 

A member of the West Parish Congregational Church, her 
contributions to the Bethel Historical Society have been many 
and varied. She has been a guide for several years at the Dr. 
Moses Mason House Museum and a very' active member of the 
Society’s Special Projects Committee. She is always a willing 
volunteer for many of the Society’s special events and has been 
a contributor to the Society’s endowment campaign each year. 

Her hobbies include sewing, crocheting, reading Maine 
history and drawing. 


SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Marvin Ouwinga, President; Jane Hosterman, Vice Presi- 
dent; Kenneth Bohr, Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees; 
Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Treasurer; Trustees: Donald S. 
Brown, Lynda H. Chandler, Alden T. Kennett, Mary C. 
Keniston, Sylvia Wight 
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Heating — Prims Rexall Pharmacy *2 — Shearwater 
Design — Sunday River Ski Resort — Western Maine 
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(L.E. Davis Memoirs, continued from page 6) 

Eli Steams’ two farms just up river from ours. I believe this was 
also the same year that the steel warden’s tower was built on 
Old Speck Mountain. The material for this had to be carried up 
the trail to the top by men. It is about two miles and all of it very 
steep. Earl and I worked on that project about a week to help 
finish it up. The State paid us about S8 a day on that deal and 1 
believe we earned it. In the fall of 19 19 or 1 920 our apple crop 
was rather small due to a severe freezing of the trees during one 
of the previous winters; Father and I were coming to the 
conclusion that it might work out better if we dissolved our 
working partnership, which we did. In the meantime, J.P. 
Skillings had made an offer for me to take over the logging and 
mill management of his operation in Newry which I accepted. 

In the fall of 1 9 1 9 or 1 920, 1 opened up a logging camp on the 
E.M. Walker lot on Chase Hill and put in crew to cut the white 
and yellow birch, have it sawed into four foot bolts and hauled 
to the sawmill on Bear Riv er. I had a crew' of about fourteen 
men and six horses on this job and Marie lived at the camp and 
did the cooking for the crew. Richard was four years old; Phyllis 
was two years old; they were at the camp all winter with us. We 
finished the logging and started up the sawmill around the last 
of March. (to be continued in the next issue) 
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